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ways throughout each school year. Some states have begun to
incorporate media literacy standards into their curricula.
Examples of state standards can be accessed by visiting the
Media Literacy Clearinghouse at

www.med.sc.edu:1081 /statelit.html.

There are many opportuni-
ties to address media litera-
cy throughout the school
day whether in language
arts, science, social studies,
or math classes or through
art, computer technology,
or health and physical education classes. Spending faculty pro-
fessional development time to discuss media literacy and its
impact on your students as well as appropriate ways to
address it within your school’s curricula would be especially
worthwhile. Considering media literacy as an important part-
ner to the many things already being taught instead of an add-
on to the curriculum might be a useful lens to use for faculty
discussions.

If you're a member of a middle level teaching team and
engaged in integrative curriculum design, media literacy
becomes a natural link based upon your students’ interests
and the importance of building critical thinking skills. For
example, ask students to research a topic of pertinent interest
to them. Have them review and critique news articles or other
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sources of information about the pros and cons of the issue. Let
them write some articles of their own demonstrating the way
media can present different viewpoints. Are there opportuni-
ties to critique or develop their own media campaigns on the
issue? Could they design a website around the topic or devel-
op images to be seen in
advertisements, bill-
boards, or mailings
geared to influencing a
person’s opinion? Can
they use their math skills
to conduct research on
the effects of a particular
product on consumers? The challenge will be to keep the work
focused on helping students understand what is behind every
message they receive and how to use that knowledge and their
critical thinking skills to form well-rounded opinions and to
become better informed consumers of media messages.

As educators, we have the opportunity and the responsibility
to use media literacy as one of our key strategies for helping
students develop critical thinking skills. It is an area that is rel-
evant and meaningful to every one of them as they encounter
media input on a daily basis. Educating young adolescents for
the 215t century goes beyond the traditional curricula of the
last 30 to 40 years. In today’s world, media literacy may be on
its way to becoming a basic skill. »



