
A classroom teacher, with the state language arts
benchmarks open before her, added, “We’ll read The
Little Prince and study the symbolism of the central
character living on his own planet.”

As the session heated up even more, another
classroom teacher referred to math content standards
and suggested students calculate weight on different
planets. The heat outside was forgotten as a brain-
storming synergy flared like wildfire, generating
myriad exciting learning experiences to complete
the unit design.

Flushed with the initial success of designing the
first thematic unit, the team turned to other issues
important to program start-up: parental involvement,
special student needs, and the role of the larger
community. A parent participation model based on

skills, expertise, talent, and availability was constructed
to coordinate parent volunteer efforts. 

Teams worked on designing units throughout the
year (using the planning model illustrated in Figures
2 through 5). The principal facilitated the process.
She chaired meetings, kept the vision focused,
allowed for release time, and handled communication
between all participants, parents, and central
administration. She scheduled co-teaching time 
and found space for the many program activities.
The principal also provided professional development
opportunities and nurtured both team spirit and 
a school culture receptive to the arts-integrated
program. As the pilot year progressed, leadership
responsibilities were shared by all team members.
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Rubric
Space Patch for NASA Uniform 

Figure 6
Rubric—Space Patch for NASA Uniform

Criteria

Space patch design reflects the
concepts of working and living 
in space

Design uses geometric shapes

Original draft of design on paper

Transfer of design to cloth

Written description of patch that
includes rationale for design and
directions for others to follow  in
creating the design.

Appearance of final product 
(Space Patch)

4

Reflects both concepts with 
good detail

More than two geometric 
shapes in design

Original draft includes:
• All detail of final product
• All color of final product
• Neatness

Used an appropriate media
technique successfully on 
final product:
• Stitchery
• Acrylics
• Applique
• Fabric markers

Writing has:
• Good paragraph structure
• Detailed description
• Clear directions
• No spelling or grammar 

errors
• Neatness
• Used Word Processor 

• More than three colors
• Neat

3

Reflects both concepts
with some detail

Two geometric shapes 
in design

Missing one element

2

Omits one concept or 
uses very little detail

One geometric shape 
in design

One element missing 

Used an appropriate 
media technique, but 
not adequately

Missing two or three
elements

Missing one element

1

Omits one concept and
uses very little detail

Two elements missing

Missing three or four
elements

Score

______ X  3 = _____

______ X  2 = _____

______ X  2 = _____

______ X  2 = _____

______ X  3 = _____

______ X  2 = _____

Comments:

Total:
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